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Introduction

CW as the most usual type of conflict. One-third of countries since WWII.
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Introduction

CW as a destructive phenomenon.

High level of battle-deaths.

Millions of IDPs & Refugees.

Economic disruption.

More than 50% of CWs relapse into war
in the next five years.
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Research Question

How do states sustain peace in the aftermath of war? Key role of
state capacity.

The relation between conflict and state capacity is unclear.

Bellicist approach.
Opportunity argument.

RQ: “Does wartime territorial control affect post-conflict state
building measures?”

Core finding: Yes. Focus on Contested/Rebel Areas: reduce the
threat of insurgent revival.
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Theory

Civil war impact existent forms of order and structures of authority
(Arjona 2016), as well as post-conflict attitudes, such as pro-social
behavior (Bauer et al. 2016) or political identities (Balcells 2017).

Endogenous effects of war. Combination of:

Exposure to violence.
Fragmented patterns of authority.
Novel types of governance.

Changes at the institutional and individual level = New social order.
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Theory

How does the state deal with this after conflict?

The state needs to invest in restoration of two main characteristics of
state capacity:

Control: Political-military-social order → State forces.
Legitimacy: Erosion (state violence + rebel ruling) → Public
goods/services

Distribution of territorial control:

State controlled areas
Contested areas
Rebel controlled areas

Where?
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Theory

State Controlled Areas:

Full effective control during wartime.

Lowest level of erosion.

Irrational if the aim is maximizing state reach.

H1: Lower levels of investments in state control/legitimacy.

Contested Areas:

Vacuum/Dual power – Neither rebels/incumbents control.

Highest levels of violence.

Selective violence against state representatives.

Lack of rebel governance institutions.

H2: Higher levels of investments in state control but not in legitimacy.
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Theory

Insurgent Controlled Areas:

Disruption of previous patterns of authority (Arjona 2016).

Erosion of the social order = Minimum state power.

Rebel institutions: Potential rupture of ties with the state.

Signaling device of potential future insurgent re-emergence.

Preference falsification (Kuran 1991).

H3: Higher levels of investments in state control and legitimacy.
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Case Study

Peruvian civil war

Main actors:

State vs. Sendero Luminoso.

Minor Actors

Comites de Autodefensa (self-defense forces, Rondas Campesinas).
Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru (MRTA).

Facts

700.000 people died (CVR 2003).
Most of the conflict was concentrated in rural areas of the country.
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Research Design

Methodology

Mixed methods: Quantitative and qualitative evidence.

Data from Peru Census 1961-1972-1981-1993-2007.

Unit of Analysis: Lowest administrative unit - Districts (1505).

Variables

DV: State Capacity. Two proxies:

State bureaucrats.
Access to public electric power.

IV: Electoral boycott as a proxy of control (De la Calle 2017).

Guillermo Kreiman (Carlos III University) The Incursion of Leviathan UNU-Wider Conference 2022 10 / 32



Guillermo Kreiman (Carlos III University) The Incursion of Leviathan UNU-Wider Conference 2022 11 / 32



Guillermo Kreiman (Carlos III University) The Incursion of Leviathan UNU-Wider Conference 2022 12 / 32



Research Design

Empirical Strategy

Difference-in-Differences (DiD) design: Postwar and territorial control
as time and group treatments.

Yi t : State capacity (bureaucrats & electricity).
αi and δt : District-year fixed effects.
β: Coefficient of interest.

Postt : Postwar period (2007)
Insurgent − Contestedi : Type of territorial control (state reference).

Xi tγ: Vector of time-varying control variables.
ϵi t : Error term.
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Results
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Results
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Results

SL territories

State Control: Around 75% higher than in state controlled areas
(p < 0.01).

Electricity: Around 8 percentage points more (p < 0.01).

Contested territories

State Control: Around 37% higher than in state controlled areas
(p < 0.01).

Electricity: Positive but insignificant. (!)
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Results

In sum:

Post-conflict state control is mainly targeted to SL & contested areas.

Public goods and services only to SL areas.

Small but relevant and significant impact.
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Robustness

DiD Assumptions

Parallel Trends.

Placebo regressions (Pre-treatment effect).

Robustness

Different specifications of the DV and IV.

Inclusion of army troops.

Violence as an alternative explanation.

Different conflict periods.

Other model specifications (e.g. lagged DV).

Provincial and Departmental FE.

Spatial autocorrelation.
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Limitations

Imperfect proxies for state capacity & territorial control:

State capacity as a very convoluted concept.
Difficult to measure territorial control and rebel governance.

Reverse causality:

Treatment is not exogenous.

Data constraints:

Annual level data on state capacity: Effect might vanish over time.
Subnational measures of rebel governance.
Displacement.

Stringent scope conditions:

Irregular wars, mid-level states, defeated rebels, strong insurgents.
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Concluding Remarks

Side-effect of civil wars: good way of bringing order during post-war.

Post-war state capacity at the local level seems to be informed by
conflict dynamics, concretely, by wartime territorial control.

State is strategic in the deployment of state-building: it targets those
with exposure to rebel influence (SL & contested).

Outcome of bellicist approach also applies subnationally for CW.
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Supplementary Materials
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Assumptions

Assumptions

Budget constraints.

Scarce resources.

Strategic:

Distribution targeted where they could maximize certain outcome.

Maximizing state reach:

States aim to control as much territory as possible.
Avoid new revolutionary movements/insurgencies.
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Qualitative Evidence

State Control

State bureaucrats and militarization of wartime areas:

“In several rural areas most affected
by the war, the military embod-
ied and represented the state itself”
(CVR 2003).

“The government sought to re-
establish the state presence in terri-
tories lost to SL” (Wilson 2000).
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Qualitative Evidence

State Legitimacy

Public goods as “hearts and minds”:

“A second component of the counter-
subversive strategy, which allowed to with-
draw support from SL, was the progressive
attention to the needs of the population
through social programs” (CVR 2003).
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Qualitative Evidence

State Legitimacy

SL vs. Contested:

“There was an important presence of SL,
so we had to engage in a kind of cultural
war [...] [In contested districts] we didn’t
expect the kind of ideological indoctrination
and political changes that we observed in SL
districts. [...] We had firstly to restore our
power and cultural dominance in SL areas”
(Interview).
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