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Origins of 
Militias in 
Civil War

� Militias
� Armed organizations that exist outside of the 

regular security apparatus of the state and emerge 
as a countermovement against insurgents

� Active in 2/3 of civil wars between 1989-2010
� State-initiated vs. community-initiated militias

� Community-initiated militias in Mozambique
�When: Expression of civilian agency during military 

stalemates
�Where: Adoption of militia through inter-elite 

collaboration
� How: Re-invention of prior practices mobilizes 

members
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Effects of 
armed civilian 
protection in 
Mozambique

� Protection of civilians
� Village patrols
� Information about immediate attacks
� Returning abducted community members

� But protection effect is temporary
� Revenge attacks by the rebels
� Counter-force by rebels
� Killing of the militia’s leader
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Conclusions

� Militias as armed civilian protection
� Civilian agency
� Emerge during military stalemates & with elite support
� Importance of social embeddedness of militias

� Protection effects often short-term
� Information & manpower
� Revenge violence & fragmentation of war
� Adaptation & learning on part of insurgents
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� Thank you!

� Questions & comments: c.jentzsch@fsw.leidenuniv.nl 
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