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Measuring Fragility

Fragile States Index – FSI (Fund for Peace)

The State Fragility Index – SFI (Center for Systemic Peace)

OECD (States of Fragility Reports)

Most fragile states (2018): 

Somalia, South Sudan, CAR, Yemen, DRC, Afghanistan, 

Chad, Ethiopia, Sudan, Iraq 
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Aid to Fragile States
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Aid Overview (2015-19)

# recipients # donors ODA per
capita $

ODA % of 
GDP

Extremely 
Fragile

16 27/14 97 13.3

Fragile 50 22/14 88 7.1

Non-Fragile 81 22/11 89 2.4
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Aid to Fragile States: bilateral & multilateral
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Aid to Fragile States: China and other non-DAC donors
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Aid by Sector
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Aid: Government and Civil Society
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Aid: Conflict, Peace and Security
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Conclusions

Fragile countries face large development needs but are least likely to use 
aid effectively

Donor proliferation and aid volatility problematic 

Aid spending patterns to fragile and non-fragile countries are similar, even 
though they have different needs

However, extremely fragile countries receive more humanitarian and 
peacebuilding aid

Evidence of aid improving peace and governance is mixed
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