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Introduction

Introduction

In Senegal :

Marital trajectories are often discontinuous :

Divorces are not rare and widowhood is a common predicament (spousal age
gaps > 10 years)

In 2006/2007, among ever married adult women (PSF data):
18.5% of current widows or remarried after widowhood
13.2% of current divorced or remarried after divorce

Remarriage is frequent and takes place rather quickly

E.g : median duration between widowhood and remarriage is 1 year

Do these broken marital trajectories affect women’s well-being?
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Introduction

Literature

Scarce economic evidence on the impact of marital dissolution in Sub-Saharan
Africa :

Widowhood :
Most results through the study of female headed households.
Few papers on the effects of remarriage.
Mixed evidence on the impacts of widowhood
Appelton 1996 (Uganda) ; Chapoto et al. 2011 (Zambia); Horrell and Krishnan
2007 (Zimbabwe); and van de Walle 2013 (Mali).

Divorce : mainly suggestive evidence through (non-economic) social sciences
studies

A means of emancipation? (escape family pressure + upward social mobility
through remarriage)
Difficulties in terms of material support?

⇒ Both divorce and widowhood can be associated with negative aftermath

Are marital shocks smoothed through remarriage?
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Introduction

Contribution

This paper :

Is the first one (to our knowledge) to directly study the relationship between
marriage dissolution and women’s well-being in Senegal.

Uses recent and nationally representative data from a new household survey and
DHS data to :

Document Senegalese women’s marital trajectories
Study correlations with current consumption levels and other individual
dimensions of welfare.
Analyze the effects of selection into widowhood, divorce and remarriage that
might be at play.

Does not claim any one-directional causality between marital status and its
trajectories, and welfare.

⇒ Very difficult to assess non-experimentally.
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Introduction

Preview of Results

We find that :

Divorce and widowhood are associated with different consequences in terms of
welfare.

Divorce seems to be a way to gain relatively comfortable autonomy, education
playing a positive role.

Widowhood is associated with negative consequences that are not mitigated by
remarriage, in particular leviratic marriage.
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Institutional background

Institutional context : Marriage market

Senegal : Muslim country (95%), several ethnic groups (Wolof : 41%),
patrilocal and patrilineal norms prevail.
Mainly extended households ≈ 8 individuals.

Marriage features :
Average age at marriage for women ≈ 18 y.o
Spousal age gap : > 10 years
Bride price
First child : on average 1 year after marriage.

Marital arrangements :
Polygamy : 39% of married women in polygamous union
Non co-residence : 1/4 married women do not co-reside with the husband
Levirate marriage in case of widowhood

Lambert, van de Walle & Villar Marital Trajectories and Women’s Well-being in SenegalFebruary 3rd-4th, 2017 6 / 38



Institutional background

Institutional context : Divorce

Marriage recorded in civil register :
Divorce can be initiated by the wife
Judge decides on the custody of the children
Husband can be required to provide for the subsistence of his ex-wife.

Marriage under customary law:
No available legal recourse for either party.
Asymmetric situation between husband and wife :

Man : can repudiate his wife (prohibited but applied de facto (Dial 2008))
Woman : can ask for separation but final decision up to others.

Children custody and child support is at the husband’s discretion.
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Institutional background

Institutional context : Widowhood

Ex-husband was a civil servant : monthly pension equal to 1/3 of
husband’s wage, to share between spouses in case of polygamy.

Ex-husband worked in the formal sector: at the firm’s discretion.

Family Code : individual has the choice between two options

General case : wives must inherit a share equal to that of the children.

Islamic and customary laws : wives inherit 1/8 of the total bequest, to be
shared among co-wives in the case of polygamy. Sons inherit more than
daughters. In practice :

Wives are often excluded from bequests
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Data

Data : 2 sources

Poverty and Family Structure dataset (PSF)
Collected in 2006-2007. Nationally representative sample of ≈ 1800
households, ≈ 15 000 individuals.
Detailed information on:

Marital trajectories (info on the last breakdown)
Consumption recorded at the sub-group (“cell”) level within a household :
measure of consumption almost individualized.

Demographic Health Surveys (DHS) - Senegal 2005
Used to complement PSF
Information on some aspects of women’s (non-monetary) well-being, decision
making and resource constraints
Sample of women aged 15 to 49.

Divorce and widowhood rates in PSF are in line with those of DHS 2005 and
of the 2002 National Census.
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Descriptive Statistics

Descriptive Statistics (1) : Some figures

PSF

At least 18.5% of ever married adult women experienced widowhood and
13.2% experienced divorce.

Higher incidence of divorce in urban areas. Sample

1/4 of ever-divorced and ever-widowed women had more than one breakdown
→ Upper bounds of widowhood and divorce rates : 21.5% and 17.3%.

Remarriage :
61% of ever-divorcees and 26% of ever-widowed women are remarried.
Remarriage into polygamous unions : 56 % of remarried divorcees and 71% of
remarried widows (vs. 25% of 1st marriage women)

% of widows and divorcees are similar between Senegal and other West African
countries (using DHS) Comparison
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Descriptive Statistics

Descriptive Statistics (2) : Widows
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Descriptive Statistics

Descriptive Statistics (3) : Divorcees
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Descriptive Statistics

Descriptive Statistics (3) : Divorcees
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Descriptive Statistics

Descriptive Statistics (3) : Divorcees
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Descriptive Statistics

Descriptive Statistics (3) : Divorcees
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Differences in welfare levels Differences in consumption levels

Differences in consumption levels (1) : Unconditional means
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Differences in welfare levels Differences in consumption levels

Differences in consumption levels (2) : Separate OLS estimations

lnCi = αs + βsXi + εi,s

s={widow (w), remarried widow (mw), divorcee (d), remarried divorcee (md), first
marriage (m)}

X : age, age squared, and age at first marriage; log household and cell size, share of
children in the cell, fostered as a child, attended the French school, attended a
Koranic school, has a son aged 18 or older, belongs to the household head’s cell, is
head of her own cell, (current or ex) husband’s occupation (informal or formal sector
or other), whether the current (or previous for ever-widowed and ever-divorced
women) marriage is (was) polygamous, and lives in an urban or rural area.
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Differences in welfare levels Differences in consumption levels

Differences in consumption levels (3) : Predicted consumption based on

observables

Ej [lnCi|S = j, xi = x̄k] − Ek[lnCi|S = k, xi = x̄k]

= αj + βj x̄
k − lnC̄k

Use of each group’s own estimated parameters to predict consumption for a fixed
reference group’s mean covariates.

Ej : expectation formed over parameters and error term distributions for marital
group j.

lnC̄k : mean of log consumption for group k.

Same covariates as previously listed.
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Rural/Urban





Selection into current marital status Remarriage “quality”

What are the characteristics of a “good’ marriage’?

Correlations observed in the DHS data between marital characteristics and
women’s autonomy ( Table ) suggest that a good marriage is :

A monogamous one
Without cohabitation with the in-laws and/or the husband

In addition we can expect the following variables to correlate positively with
marriage quality :

Civil marriage
Husband working in the formal sector
Possibility of living with one’s children from the previous union
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Remarriage quality - Social mobility



Conclusion

Conclusion (1)

Divorce and widowhood are associated with different consequences in terms
of welfare.

Divorce seems to be a mean to gain relatively comfortable autonomy:
Current divorcees are the richest group in our sample
Specific role of education :

Divorcees are likely to be educated women
Education is negatively correlated with remarriage
Among remarried divorcees, it is correlate with better quality unions.

Lambert, van de Walle & Villar Marital Trajectories and Women’s Well-being in SenegalFebruary 3rd-4th, 2017 37 / 38



Conclusion

Conclusion (2)

Widowhood is associated with negative consequences that are not
mitigated by remarriage:

Double negative selection :
Poorer women are more likely to experience widowhood
The most vulnerable widows are those who have to remarry

Non-remarried widows fare relatively well.
But potential reverse causality :

Differences in observed characteristics between widows and remarried widows do
not suffice to explain the consumption gap.

Role of levirate marriages?
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