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COVID-19 has large distressing 
effects on international trade in 

South Asian countries! 
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Imports saw a 
large dip too!
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While the recovery of international trade 
in South Asian countries largely depends 
on the recovery of the global economy, 
South Asian countries need to get their 
domestic fronts right. 



Three important points to 
consider for the post 
COVID-19 recovery!



The benefits of the 
stimulus packages have 
remained unequal so 
far - not conducive for 
recovery! 

1



Policy suggestion (1): 

The success of stimulus packages 
depends on three things –
financing, management and 
monitoring.



South Asian countries’ 
integration with the 
GVC is limited. 2
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Policy suggestion (2): 

Substantial reform need to be 
undertaken to address insufficient 
trade, industrial, and FDI policies.



South Asian countries’ 
trade logistics are not 
conducive for the 
effective GVC 
integration.
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Policy suggestion (3): 

Improvement in trade logistics is 
critical for the post-COVID-19 
recovery and effective integration 
with GVC. 


